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PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Ghana PR 
Things are well in Ghana, and NA is still growing here. We could not meet face-

to-face to observe PR Week, so we did it online. We had an open forum where 
members were allowed to ask any questions about PR. It was very interactive, and 
we had a facilitator manage all of the discussion.

One newcomer asked, “What is PR and how can we carry the message to mem-
bers in institutions without having conflict with the authorities there?” The biggest 

challenge here in Ghana in doing PR is that most institutions, especially prisons, don’t see 
addiction as a disease, but rather as a moral issue, and they don’t understand why we should 
come and carry our message of hope to the inmates there. Because of this, we are trying 
to organize workshops and forums to inform and educate the facilitators and authorities of 
such institutions.

Another member asked about doing PR at local police stations, and another well-discussed 
point was how best to do PR without tarnishing NA’s image. We took these and many other 
thoughts and suggestions to digest in our monthly regional meeting. We are happy with what 
we did for this year’s PR Week, and we hope to organize activities for each day of PR Week 
next year. 

Festus M, Ghana

Wisconsin Region  
and Badgerland Area

The Wisconsin Region is spread out geographically, so to have one PR Week event would 
be almost impossible. Our solution was to have the Wisconsin Region PR Subcommittee 
create and sell PR Week T-shirts that each area PR subcommittee could purchase to use 
in their own PR Week efforts. The T-shirt sales also generated some extra funds that we 
used to purchase 23 each of seven different IPs, which were given to the six participating 
areas to use in their PR efforts. 

In my home area, we kicked off PR Week at the Badgerland Area picnic. We shared PR and 
Fellowship development information provided by NA World Services and we distributed about 
100 informational flyers and posters to be displayed. We did “cold 
calls” for all the poster placements, and we thanked the people 
at every location. We placed flyers in an emergency room, where 
hospital staff actually removed some of their own postings to make 
room because they felt the NA information was so important. We 
also placed flyers in local franchise convenience stores because 
addicts often use in their bathrooms. One employee told us that 
addicts take the “sharps” containers off the wall to use the cast-off 
needles. The store personnel were so happy to have the posters 
put up and said they would ensure they remain up. It’s difficult to 
determine how many people will see these posters, but it’s one of 
the largest convenience store franchises in Wisconsin.

First NA PR Week

Chesapeake & Potomac and 
Free State Regions, USA
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We also placed posters in local police stations and a county jail, and we have a list 
of all locations where they were placed so we can keep track of them for future place-
ments. Most of the flyers were placed in smaller communities within the Badgerland 
Area because in larger cities we have signs in buses with the same information as the 
posters. These weren’t part of the PR Week celebration, but I believe it’s important to 
share that the bus signs funded by the Badgerland Area are in 50 buses in Madison for 
the months of January, February, and March. We also have eight bus signs in Janesville 
and six in Beloit; they stay up year-round. The company that we paid to put them up 
said if we don’t mind, they don’t want to take them down. So it’s a concerted effort to 
let addicts know we exist and how to contact Narcotics Anonymous. 

Mike R, Wisconsin Region PR Subcommittee

PR spark in Norway
In Bergen, Norway, we grabbed this opportunity to unite our 

resources and efforts to reach out in new ways during NA PR 
Week. Although it is the second-biggest city in Norway, Bergen 
is a small city with a population of nearly 300,000. NA here is 
still young and quite small, but it is growing.

We began by inviting members to brainstorm: What can we 
do and where should we start? There were loads of splendid 
suggestions to make our Fellowship more known, visible, and 
available. When 3 June finally came, we were more than ready 
for these activities:

• Donated literature to our public library.
• Placed an ad in the local newspaper (the third-largest 

printed newspaper in Norway).
• Distributed flyers throughout the city.
• Placed “pharmacy cards” and flyers in the biggest hospital 

in the country.
• Donated literature to a local prison library.

We learned so much, and we were really inspired by other 
PR efforts around the world. PR Week gave us all a spark. There 
was an amazing spirit of unity in preparing and carrying out 
the activities and in completing some of our goals to reach 
the addict who still suffers. It was truly a fun, giving, and 
grateful task to carry the message in new ways. Thank you all 
for making PR Week happen for the first time in June 2019! 

Mie M, Rune K, Susanne F, and Rolf L 
Bergen, Norway

Inland Empire Foothills ASC, California, USA

Cartagena Area, Colombia

Bergen, Norway
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Chicagoland walk/run  
& service carnival

The Chicagoland Region Public Relations Subcommittee kicked 
off its first PR Week with a “5K 4 NA” walk/run, followed by a bar-
becue, and topped off with a service carnival! We held our event 
at a local forest preserve with a beautiful wooded walking path. 
The BBQ and service carnival were held in a covered pavilion at 
the forest preserve.

We taught our members how to do various types of 
PR service. We explained how to set up and serve in a PR 
booth; the basics of H&I service in our facilities, including 
jails; guidelines for participating in writing-behind-the-
walls service; how to answer phoneline calls; and how to 
conduct poster drives—and, of course, we talked about 
enjoying and growing from giving back what was so freely 
given to us! We asked each of our 14 areas to do at least 
one event to celebrate PR Week. A lot of our areas and 
individual groups chose to do book and poster drives, 
and another area did a newcomer speaker event. We are 
grateful to be of loving service!

Laura M, Chicagoland Region PR Subcommittee

Philippines Region
All three areas of the Philippines Region celebrated PR 

Week. The Luzon and Visayas Areas did presentations at jails 
and in communities and baranggays to introduce NA. They 
also put banners and posters at government offices, schools, 
and village/subdivision entrance gates. The Visayas Area also 
conducted a learning day for newcomers. The Mindanao 
Area placed posters at hotel front desks, drugstores, streets, 
churches, and government offices, and they are planning 
more PR activity during NA Unity Day weekend.

I am truly honored that our NA community is so active. We 
help each other and realize that it’s the disease of addiction 
that kills addicts. NA in the Philippines is getting bigger, and 

we are saving lives. NA is becoming known as a 
viable solution to addiction.

Jimmy C, Philippines

Kansas City Metro, Missouri, USA

Philippines Region
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PR events in Athens 
Much love from Athens, Greece, dear fellows! We had two main activities 

in Athens during PR Week. The first was on Thursday, 6 June, from 9:00 am 
until 7:00 pm near the Varvakios Central Market. The second one took place 
on Saturday, 8 June, from 8:00 am until 11:00 pm during Pride Festival at 
Syntagma Square, opposite the Greek Parliament. At both locations, we had 
a booth where we provided NA literature and information. Both had success, 
especially the one at Pride, which was our first-ever presence there.

George A, Athens, Greece

Arkansas Region, USA

Chennai Area Service Committee, India

Verde and Lopoldina Area Service Committees, Brazil

Thessaloniki, Greece Region

Athens, Greece Region
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